
Rajasthani sandstone on which
intricate motifs and Koranic verse
have been carved by water
pressure. Huge Burmese teak
doors open to a cool, opulent
interior with black-and-white
Italian marble pillars, French
stained-glass windows and Iranian
mosaic panels in a ceiling from
which a 14m, 1122-lamp
chandelier hangs.

The 21-tonne carpet that lines
the floor is the second-biggest in
the world. The mosque complex is

also a celebration of Islamic art,
with niches illustrating Mogul,
Safavid, Omani, Mamluk,
Maghrib and Egyptian design. The
third-biggest mosque in the world
attracts many tourists who stare
slack-jawed at the massive
chandelier and complex mosaics.

The mosque also inspires pride
in the Omani people. Wherever I
travelled, from mountain villages
to desert wadis, I was asked if I’d
been to Sultan Qaboos Grand
Mosque. My descriptions of its
magnificence would be met with
looks of great delight.

> Niall McIlroy visited Oman as a
guest of Tourism Oman, New
Horizons Holidays and Emirates
Airline.

Koranic verses are carved on the walls at the grand mosque.

There•s coffee for sale at the souk.

Even the act of greeting strangers on the
street is a gesture of religious importance
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Getting there:
> For more information about Oman, phone

(02) 9286 9830, go to
www.omantourism.gov.om or email:
info@tourismoman.com.au. 

> Emirates flies twice a day between Perth and
Dubai and each day from Dubai to the Omani
capital, Muscat. The flight time from Muscat
to Oman is one hour. Australian travellers must
buy a visa on arrival in Oman which costs
OMR6 ($17). See www.emirates.com/au.

> Perth-based New Horizons Holidays has a full
range of Oman packages. For more
information, see travel agents and go to
www.newhorizons.com.au.

Where to stay:
> Visitors to Muscat will find plenty of choice in

accommodation. Serai rooms at The Chedi
Muscat have views of the Gulf of Oman or the
Hajar Mountains and are available from
OMR 190 ($534) per night excluding a 17 per
cent service tax. Go to
www.ghmluxuryhotels.com/ChediMuscat.htm.

> The 280-room Grand Hyatt Muscat caters to
business and leisure travellers. See
muscat.grand.hyatt.com.

> South of Muscat, the Shangri-La Al Jissah
Resort & Spa offers a choice of three hotels. Al
Waha or •The OasisŽ is a five-star hotel with
262 rooms designed to suit families and
leisure travellers. The five-star Al Bandar •The
CityŽ is a business hotel with 197 rooms, 11
meeting rooms and a ballroom. Al Husn or
•The CastleŽ is touted as six-star and offers a
butler service, free mini bar and bathrooms
with glass panels so that guests can see the
ocean. For more details on Barr Al Jissah
Resort & Spa, go to www.shangri-la.com/en
/property/muscat/barraljissahresort, or email:
reservations.slmu@shangri-la.com. 

While you•re there:
> Ocean Blue International conduct tours of the

Gulf of Oman coast on the 23m catamaran
S .Y. Azzura. The Forts & Palaces tour explores
Palace Bay, small fishing villages and the
Portuguese and Omani forts. The waters are
rich in marine life and two-hour Escape tours
are offered year-round. The company also
conducts night cruises, sail and snorkel tours. 

Ahoy: Capt. Abdullah aboard the S.Y.Azzura.
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Centre of the world.
Emirates flies to 13 destinations across the Middle East.

More than 30 languages. Over 5,000 years of 
history. The fascinating cultures of the Middle 
East are intricately woven together. Emirates flies 
to 13 destinations across the heart of our global 
network. Weave your own Arabian adventure.

Fly Emirates. Keep discovering.

emirates.com/au

400 international awards and over 100 destinations worldwide. For more information visit emirates.com/au, contact your local 
Travel Agent or call Emirates Contact Centre on 1300 303 777. Discover frequent ” yer bene“ ts at skywards.com       EMI2121


